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“Life is an endless struggle.
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Dr. Shefalika Verma- Maithili Poem translated into English by Dr. Jaya Verma
(Associate Prof. DU )

WHERE ARE WE?

What poem should | recite?

How can fill greenness

in my withered mind.

Worried mind asking one question
My inner-soul anxious to know you.

You celebrate Vidyapati Parva

You rejoice at Rajkamal, Lal Das,
Chanda Jha Anniversaries

You ignite lamp of your soul during
Women Liberation Movement
Student leaders aping tone and
pitch of mass leaders

All harping My Great Mithila.

But where are we going?

Going which direction?

Janki burning in dowry fire and pyre
Sons being sold in

luxury and splendour

Our soul dying

Our son becoming animal like,
satisfying carnal desires

Nothing exists here,

only double-standard power is left

Women the
epitome of knowledge and wisdom
But what is the meaning of
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being educated here?

As the daughter of your parents
You descend as tear drops

Now as mother you sell your son dear
As mother-in-law you burn

your daughter-in-law

as drenched wood

You forget that once you were
also a daughter

The head which never bowed,

you as a daughter

Forcing to bow

Listen, the life which you

thought to be meaningless
Educating daughters

and throwing them in the fire

Now throwing money

as donation in the flood of election

No No

Do not sell your son

Save sons from being sold

You are the birth-giver

and creator of daughter and son

If Mithila’s honour and Maithili not saved

Do we exist?
Where Are We?

DR. Shefalika verma
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