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VIDEHA - THE CITY'S OTHER FACE - A NOVEL IN ENGLISH

THE BOOK - SOURCE AND SCOPE

The City’s Other Face: a novel of contemporary society

I Gajendra Thakur; original first edition 2017; an English translation S
from Maithili. . i
Individual lives reveal
I Five parts and sixty chapters unfold around Navgarh, families and the structural
employment agencies. inequality behind a
: : : : : city’s promise.
I Naina Mishra's experience intersects with Poonam, Chandan, ty’ E
Abhay and others.
I Job fraud, illicit transport, disappearance, murder inquiry and
reconstruction intertwine.
Source - title page, publication details and contents VIDEHA - NOVEL - 02/81

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
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VIDEHA - THE CITY'S OTHER FACE - A NOVEL IN ENGLISH

NARRATIVE MAP - FIVE PARTS

Sixty chapters, five connected movements

UHE: e The Search For Work
Hope and early warnings

(224 I The Missing People
Disappearance and murder

e | Hatred And Betrayal
Blame and testimony

37-48 I The Price Of Truth
Evidence and rescue

e L — The Survivors
Justice and survival

Five parts - twelve chapters in each part - predominantly chronological storytelling
Source - English translation - contents, five parts VIDEHA - NOVEL - 03/81

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
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CHARACTERS - THE CENTRAL NETWORK

Different lives, one connected story

Naina Mishra: work, accounts and the insistence on verifiable
truth.

Poonam Yadav and Chandan: insecure placement, debt and
warehouse labour.

Abhay Paswan and Sujata Kumari: the press and a lawful
criminal investigation.

Kiran, Vibha, Naresh, Ratan and Manoj: responsibility inside
contested institutions.

KEY INSIGHT

No single character
possesses the whole
truth about the city.

Source - character threads - chapters 1-60
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PART 01 - CHAPTERS 01-12

Hope, hard work and the first warning signs

Naina Mishra begins the story in an interview queue, carrying her
family's expectations.

Nai Disha offers employment, but contracts and placement
deposits raise questions.

Chandan’s examination worries lead him towards warehouse
work.

Poonam’s departure and final messages transform hope into
fear.

KEY INSIGHT

Unemployment is not
just a personal setback:
it creates exposure to
exploitation.

Source - The Search For Work - chapters 1-12
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CHAPTER 01 - PART 01

The Queue of Applicants

Qualifications do not protect her from low pay and uncertain
terms.

Extra document copies and unclear employment conditions
consume scarce funds.

A leaflet for Nai Disha Employment Centre offers another
possibility.

Naina Mishra joins a crowded queue for an office-job interview.

KEY INSIGHT

A search for work
exposes the gap between
qualifications and fair

opportunity.

Source - Chapter 1 - printed p. 6
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CHAPTER 02 - PART 01

The Household Accounts

The Mishra household counts every expense, from medicine to
cooking fuel.

Saraswati Devi weighs Naina's safety alongside the need for
wages.

Madhavi recalls how prohibition first helped her family before illicit
liquor returned.

Chandan's examination costs and women's savings connect
home to public policy.

KEY INSIGHT

Household accounts
make the social
consequences of
policy visible.

Source - Chapter 2 - printed p. 12
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CHAPTER 03 - PART 01

An Old Acquaintance

Naina encounters her old college acquaintance, reporter Abhay S
Paswan.
Journalism and the
Abhay investigates unemployment and the difficulties of search for employment
repeated examinations. expose the same society
from different angles.

Savita describes the paperwork and uncertainty facing
applicants.

Naina goes to the Nai Disha office to examine a possible job.

Source - Chapter 3 - printed p. 18 VIDEHA - NOVEL - 08/81

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
at https://www.videha.co.in/ & https://videha-ejournal.github.io/videha/



VIDEHA - THE CITY'S OTHER FACE - A NOVEL IN ENGLISH

CHAPTER 04 - PART 01

Nai Disha Employment Centre

Naina inspects Nai Disha's recruitment process and written
conditions.

Kusum and Kiran explain registration fees, probation and
possible placements.

Ratan Singh appears as the employment centre's owner.

Naina checks discrepancies in receipts and asks for an
appointment letter.

KEY INSIGHT

A promise of

employment becomes
credible only when its
terms can be checked.

Source - Chapter 4 - printed p. 24
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CHAPTER 05 - PART 01

Poonam’s Deposit

Poonam Yadav gathers money for a promised placement
outside town.

Family debt and her sister's education make the opportunity
urgent.

Naina examines the receipt, address and non-refundable
deposit conditions.

Poonam pays despite misgivings, hoping to secure a better
wage.

KEY INSIGHT

Desperation can turn
a promise of work

into financial
exposure.

Source - Chapter 5 - printed p. 32
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CHAPTER 06 - PART 01

Chandan’s Debt

Chandan's examination preparation is shaken by reports of a
leaked paper.

The family's debts make immediate earnings increasingly
attractive,

Manoj offers Chandan work connected with warehouse
consignments.

His decision links the warehouse plot to Naina's employment-
centre work.

KEY INSIGHT

An unreliable
examination system can
push young workers
towards risky jobs.

Source - Chapter 6 - printed p. 39
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CHAPTER 07 - PART 01

The First Day at Work

I Naina begins work by handling registers, payment records and AL
receipts. i
The ordinary
I Repeated receipt numbers and mismatched entries trouble her. dlsuphne O.f
recordkeeping
: becomes a moral
I Naresh stresses the importance of accounts, dates and foundati
signatures. oundation.
I Naina keeps her appointment terms and observations in
writing.
Source - Chapter 7 - printed p. 47 VIDEHA - NOVEL - 12/81
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CHAPTER 08 - PART 01

Kiran’s Warning

Naina compares applicants' files, deposits and placement
records.

Discrepancies emerge, but she refuses to treat suspicions as
proof.

Kiran speaks of workplace pressure and the need to protect
jobs.

Naina continues documenting what can be verified.

KEY INSIGHT

Turning suspicion
into evidence requires
method and patience.

Source - Chapter 8 - printed p. 54
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CHAPTER 09 - PART 01

Ratan’s Reputation

Ratan Singh sponsors a public programme supporting jobs and
education.

Actual assistance coexists with carefully displayed public
prestige.

Naina considers what registers and expenditure records reveal.

The aspirations of ordinary applicants stand behind the grand
declarations.

KEY INSIGHT

Public reputation
does not substitute
for transparent
accounts.

Source - Chapter 9 - printed p. 62
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CHAPTER 10 - PART 01

The First Salary

I Naina's first salary brings modest relief to her household.

I For Kusum, wages are tied to her child's school expenses.

Employees' needs differ from those of applicants depositing
their savings.

I Naina remains troubled by Poonam's impending journey.

KEY INSIGHT

Receiving a first salary
does not erase insecurity
in the employment

system.

Source - Chapter 10 - printed p. 69

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
at https://www.videha.co.in/ & https://videha-ejournal.github.io/videha/

VIDEHA - NOVEL - 15/81



VIDEHA - THE CITY'S OTHER FACE - A NOVEL IN ENGLISH

CHAPTER 11 - PART 01

Suspicious Goods

Chandan checks goods, packages and dispatch records at a
warehouse.

Manoj's instructions do not always match the recorded
consignments.

Chandan fears both questionable trade and the loss of
necessary income.

He begins noting the inconsistencies in a notebook.

KEY INSIGHT

Unclear duties can
leave vulnerable
workers exposed to
serious risks.

Source - Chapter 11 - printed p. 77
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CHAPTER 12 - PART 01

Poonam’s Last Message

Poonam leaves in hope of the job promised away from home.

Her deposit and family debts make turning back difficult.

Her final phone messages leave uncertainty about contacts and
locations.

Naina begins to fear for her friend's safety.

KEY INSIGHT

The hope of work
gives way to the
threat of
disappearance.

Source - Chapter 12 - printed p. 85
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PART 01 - CRITICAL SYNTHESIS

The Search For Work: central threads

Application forms, receipts, training and wages become
recurrent evidence.

Naina, Poonam and Chandan take different paths under the
same economic pressure.

The house, employment office, examination hall and warehouse
frame the plot.

Poonam'’s loss of contact sets the investigative narrative in
motion.

KEY INSIGHT

Everyday paperwork
at the beginning
becomes crucial
evidence later.

Source - Chapters 1-12 - integrated reading
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PART 02 - CHAPTERS 13-24

From a switched-off phone to a murder inquiry

I When Poonam cannot be reached, her family and Naina seek S
police help.
A personal emergency
I Changed names, inconsistent documents and undisclosed becomes a test of
accounts deepen concern. institutional
: . accountability.
I Abhay’s reporting exposes questions about employment 2
practices and evidence.
I Naresh's death brings a formal criminal investigation into the
narrative.
Source - The Missing People - chapters 13-24 VIDEHA - NOVEL - 19/81
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CHAPTER 13 - PART 02

A Switched-Off Phone

I Poonam's phone is switched off, and Naina contacts her family.

I Ramlal and relatives struggle to assemble reliable information.
I The placement papers and listed contacts fail to agree.

I The search leads the family towards a police complaint.

KEY INSIGHT

A silent telephone
transforms private
anxiety into a public
search.

Source - Chapter 13 - printed p. 95
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CHAPTER 14 - PART 02

At the Police Station

Naina and Poonam's relatives report the disappearance to the
police.

Dates, acknowledgement numbers and contact details become
crucial.

Procedural assurances do not amount to immediate progress.

The family preserves documents needed for further follow-up.

KEY INSIGHT

Transparency in the
process matters to

families seeking

justice.

Source - Chapter 14 - printed p. 102
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CHAPTER 15 - PART 02

Changed Names

Naina discovers altered forms of a name in recruitment records.

Entries for Poonam Yadav and Poonam Devi demand careful
comparison.

Training locations, pay and receipt numbers also fail to align.

She constructs a chronology rather than jumping to conclusions.

KEY INSIGHT

Even a small change
of name can reveal a
major documentary
question.

Source - Chapter 15 - printed p. 109
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CHAPTER 16 - PART 02

False Papers

I Dates of employment and training documents do not reconcile.

I Naina asks for written corrections and independent verification.

I Naresh insists that discrepancies must be tested against
records.

I The questions follow Naina from office to home.

KEY INSIGHT

Documented
chronology matters
more than confident
accusation.

Source - Chapter 16 - printed p. 117
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CHAPTER 17 - PART 02

Abhay’s Report

Abhay prepares a report on employment complaints and
unemployment.

He checks testimony against official replies and the centre's
statements.

Workers such as Hasina demand clear and intelligible
employment terms.

Publication does not itself resolve Poonam's disappearance.

KEY INSIGHT

Responsible reporting
can illuminate abuse
but cannot replace

investigation.

Source - Chapter 17 - printed p. 125
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CHAPTER 18 - PART 02

Slander in the Village

I News of Poonam's disappearance spreads through her village.

I Rumour adds reputational injury to the family's existing distress.

I Teachers, neighbours and women's groups respond in different
ways.

I Naina continues asking for facts instead of indulging
speculation.

KEY INSIGHT

A missing woman's
case exposes the
violence of social
stigma.

Source - Chapter 18 - printed p. 133

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
at https://www.videha.co.in/ & https://videha-ejournal.github.io/videha/

VIDEHA - NOVEL - 25/81



VIDEHA - THE CITY'S OTHER FACE - A NOVEL IN ENGLISH

CHAPTER 19 - PART 02

Secret Accounts

His reconciliation raises questions about unequal entries and
approvals.

He seeks formal written explanations from management.

He retains copies of his requests and relevant records.

Naresh audits payments, receipts and vehicle-linked accounts.

KEY INSIGHT

Ordinary
bookkeeping can
become a challenge
to powerful interests.

Source - Chapter 19 - printed p. 140
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CHAPTER 20 - PART 02

An Illicit Relationship

Tension grows among Kiran, Dinesh, Ratan and Vibha.

Unhappiness at home becomes entangled with business
intimacy.

Marriage, reputation and financial trust collide.

Vibha distinguishes personal suspicion from demonstrable fact.

KEY INSIGHT

Private relationships
cannot be separated
from public
responsibility.

Source - Chapter 20 - printed p. 147
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CHAPTER 21 - PART 02

The First Threat

Warnings follow Abhay's reporting and Naina's persistent
questions.

Institutional influence confronts demands for scrutiny.

Poonam's whereabouts remain the unanswered central
question.

Naina preserves threatening messages and written complaints.

KEY INSIGHT

Threats seek to
silence questions;
records help preserve
them.

Source - Chapter 21 - printed p. 154
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CHAPTER 22 - PART 02

Naresh’s Decision

I Naresh asks for written clarification of troubling accounts.

I He considers the legitimate use of originals and personal copies.

I Unanswered questions make his workplace increasingly uneasy.

I His responsibility to his family accompanies his professional
duty.

KEY INSIGHT

Quiet integrity in an
office becomes a
turning point in the
narrative.

Source - Chapter 22 - printed p. 161
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CHAPTER 23 - PART 02

Beside the Canal

KEY INSIGHT
Naresh's body is discovered beside a canal.
A death binds private
I Relatives, colleagues and those searching for Poonam face grief sorrow to the pursuit
and fear. of institutional truth.
I The cause must be established by investigation, not rumour.
I Naina preserves the questions Naresh had raised about the
accounts.
Source - Chapter 23 - printed p. 167 VIDEHA - NOVEL - 30/81
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CHAPTER 24 - PART 02

Murder and Investigation

Inspector Sujata Kumari opens a formal investigation into
Naresh's death.

Scene evidence and medical findings must be considered
together.

Police seek registers, staff details and vehicle records.

Abhay avoids publishing unsupported allegations.

KEY INSIGHT

Crime investigation
advances through

lawful evaluation of
evidence.

Source - Chapter 24 - printed p. 174
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PART 02 - CRITICAL SYNTHESIS

The Missing People: central threads

I Poonam'’s family faces reputational prejudice as well as grief.

I Naresh insists on written answers to discrepancies in the office
accounts.

I Workers, reporters, families and the police hold different parts
of the story.

I Inspector Sujata brings a structured examination of evidence.

KEY INSIGHT

The refusal to treat
allegations as
established fact
strengthens the
narrative.

Source - Chapters 13-24 - integrated reading
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PART 03 - CHAPTERS 25-36

Grief, blame and contested testimony

Naresh's family struggles to preserve dignity amid public
suspicion.

Chandan's silence, Kiran’s admissions and Vibha's doubts reveal
divided loyalties.

False accusations against Naina coincide with a family medical
emergency.

Witness statements and Naresh'’s preserved records reshape the
inquiry.

KEY INSIGHT

The search for truth
tests relationships,
livelihoods and the
family’s health.

Source - Hatred And Betrayal - chapters 25-36
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CHAPTER 25 - PART 03

The Condolence Meeting

His family remembers both his care and his integrity at work.

Rumours threaten the dignity of the deceased.

Unpaid wages and debts must be treated as rights, not charity.

Naresh's condolence meeting reveals grief and financial anxiety.

KEY INSIGHT

Even in mourning,
workers' rights and

personal dignity

matter.

Source - Chapter 25 - printed p. 182
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CHAPTER 26 - PART 03

The Burden of Blame

An office statement and public gossip shift blame towards
Naresh.

The bereaved family risks being injured by accusations a second
time.

Written replies and opportunities to challenge statements
become vital.

Naina questions the fairness and legality of unsupported claims.

KEY INSIGHT

A powerful
institution cannot
unilaterally
determine guilt.

Source - Chapter 26 - printed p. 189
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CHAPTER 27 - PART 03

Chandan’s Silence

Incomplete transport records leave him fearful of criminal
consequences.

He discloses part of what he knows to Naina.

Preserving papers becomes the beginning of confronting the
truth.

Chandan's warehouse work and debts help explain his silence.

KEY INSIGHT

Breaking silence
deepens a family's
crisis but also opens a
path forward.

Source - Chapter 27 - printed p. 196
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CHAPTER 28 - PART 03

Vibha’s Suspicions

Vibha questions inconsistencies in Ratan's business and private
life.

She reviews banking transactions and copies of cheques.

A wish to establish facts grows beyond personal hurt.

Financial self-reliance begins to seem possible despite broken
trust.

KEY INSIGHT

Knowledge of money
and records
strengthens a
woman's autonomy.

Source - Chapter 28 - printed p. 203
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CHAPTER 29 - PART 03

Kiran’s Confession

I Kiran reflects on strained marriage and an intimate relationship.

I Conversations with Dinesh expose debts, distance and distrust.
I She must account for documents bearing her signature.

I Personal admission intersects with responsibility at work.

KEY INSIGHT

A confession matters
when it confronts
verifiable acts.

Source - Chapter 29 - printed p. 210

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
at https://www.videha.co.in/ & https://videha-ejournal.github.io/videha/

VIDEHA - NOVEL - 38/81



VIDEHA - THE CITY'S OTHER FACE - A NOVEL IN ENGLISH

CHAPTER 30 - PART 03

Doubts about Love

Naina and Abhay's closeness is tested by family concerns and
events.

They discuss commitment alongside duties to their families.

Neither abandons ordinary responsibilities amid uncertainty.

Abhay distinguishes professional evidence from private loyalty.

KEY INSIGHT

Personal trust gains
meaning through
ethical conduct.

Source - Chapter 30 - printed p. 217
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CHAPTER 31 - PART 03

False Accusations

I False accusations and messages circulate about Naina.

I Reputational claims and institutional letters require verification.

I Her reqular attendance at the office is restricted.

I She turns towards documentary and legal means of response.

KEY INSIGHT

Slander can become
another instrument
of employment
insecurity.

Source - Chapter 31 - printed p. 224
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CHAPTER 32 - PART 03

The Quagmire of Debt

Debt and warehouse experience trap Chandan in growing
anxiety.

Examinations, family expenses and precarious work intensify
the strain.

He resolves to leave illicit transport work and not conceal
relevant facts.

A written account of his debts marks a new start.

KEY INSIGHT

Reform begins with
acknowledgement
and accurate
accounts.

Source - Chapter 32 - printed p. 231
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CHAPTER 33 - PART 03

A Night at the Hospital

I Saraswati Devi is taken to hospital amid illness and distress.

I Naina and Chandan manage treatment, medicines and
expenses.

I The household's economic crisis becomes a bodily emergency.

I Family care remains interwoven with the larger struggle.

KEY INSIGHT

Unemployment and
social fear carry
physical
consequences.

Source - Chapter 33 - printed p. 239
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CHAPTER 34 - PART 03

Helping Hands

Neighbours and friends help Saraswati Devi return from
hospital.

Naina balances medicines, tutoring and responses to official
letters.

Abhay, Kusum and Poonam's family form an informal network
of aid.

Small practical kindnesses help life continue.

KEY INSIGHT

Solidarity supports,
but cannot replace,
institutional justice.

Source - Chapter 34 - printed p. 246
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CHAPTER 35 - PART 03

Changing Testimony

I Sujata checks the timing and consistency of earlier statements.

I Differences in testimony require careful re-examination.

I Naresh's sister Rekha finds copies of his personal records.

I The new documentation gives the investigation another route.

KEY INSIGHT

Changed testimony is
useful only insofar as
it can be
corroborated.

Source - Chapter 35 - printed p. 253
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CHAPTER 36 - PART 03

Naresh’s Documents

I Rekha brings Naresh's preserved papers into the investigation.

I Repeated placement and training payments raise questions.

I Sujata requests originals, bank entries and contractor records.

I Naresh's handwritten queries continue to guide investigators.

KEY INSIGHT

Documents can keep
a deceased witness's
questions alive.

Source - Chapter 36 - printed p. 260
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PART 03 - CRITICAL SYNTHESIS

Hatred And Betrayal: central threads

Unpaid wages, a dead worker’s reputation and false allegations
overlap.

Love and marriage are examined through their obligations and
consequences.

Care from relatives and neighbours sustains Naina through
setbacks.

Naresh's documents preserve a line of inquiry after his death.

KEY INSIGHT

When relationships
falter, records and
practical solidarity keep
the search alive.

Source - Chapters 25-36 - integrated reading
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PART 04 - CHAPTERS 37-48

Vehicles, warehouses and a survivor found

New questioning connects vehicle numbers, warehouse
consignments and payments.

Kiran and Vibha confront their own roles and the risks of
disclosure.

Cross-border labour contacts offer a lead to Poonam’s
whereabouts.

Poonam is found alive: statements and arrests follow lawful
processes.

KEY INSIGHT

Truth depends on
corroboration and
protection, even when

the personal cost is
high.

Source - The Price Of Truth - chapters 37-48
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CHAPTER 37 - PART 04

New Questioning

Sujata compares fresh statements with account details.

One vehicle number appears across different institutional
records.

Registration and contract sources are checked independently.

The investigation begins linking previously separate incidents.

KEY INSIGHT

Reliability comes
from agreement
among independent
forms of evidence.

Source - Chapter 37 - printed p. 269
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CHAPTER 38 - PART 04

The Old Vehicle

An old vehicle's registration, repairs and dispatch dates are
checked.

Transport records are compared with Chandan's account.

Investigators test differences between actual use and
paperwork.

Sujata reconstructs events from documented chronology.

KEY INSIGHT

An ordinary vehicle
register can become
central evidence.

Source - Chapter 38 - printed p. 276
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CHAPTER 39 : PART 04

Inside the Warehouse

A warehouse connected to Virendra's contracting work is
searched.

Boxes, consignments, registers and coded-looking entries are
examined.

Dates linked with different names receive attention.

Warehouse information intersects with recruitment-centre
records.

KEY INSIGHT

Physical locations
and written evidence
must be tested
together.

Source - Chapter 39 - printed p. 283
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CHAPTER 40 - PART 04

Kiran’s Fear

After the search, Kiran fears the widening inquiry.

She separates documents she signed from actions she did not
authorise.

Personal safety comes into tension with accountability.

Applicants' deposits and missing relatives demand explanation.

KEY INSIGHT

Understanding what a
signature authorised is

the beginning of
responsibility.

Source - Chapter 40 - printed p. 290
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CHAPTER 41 - PART 04

Vibha’s Decision

Vibha reviews banking papers and her own finances.

The collapse of trust with Ratan forces difficult decisions.

Support from Sumitra helps make independent arrangements
possible.

She moves towards choosing the next stage of her own life.

KEY INSIGHT

Autonomy requires
both financial
information and
practical
independence.

Source - Chapter 41 - printed p. 297
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CHAPTER 42 - PART 04

A Lead Across the Border

Warehouse labour registers and outside-placement lists are
compared.

Cross-border contacts and workers' movements emerge as
leads.

Sujata tests the information against other organisations.

The search for Poonam moves beyond the local office.

KEY INSIGHT

Employment
exploitation can
extend beyond
geographical
boundaries.

Source - Chapter 42 - printed p. 304
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CHAPTER 43 - PART 04

Poonam’s Whereabouts

A labour-assistance centre offers a possible lead concerning
Poonam.

compared.

Sujata seeks official confirmation rather than immediate

I Family details about her mother, sister Reena and home are
I publicity.

A more definite location begins to emerge.

KEY INSIGHT

Personal memory can
support identification
when carefully
corroborated.

Source - Chapter 43 - printed p. 312
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CHAPTER 44 - PART 04

Poonam Found Alive

Poonam is found alive and moved into a safe support setting.

Contact with her family is handled with consent and medical
care.

Other workers' experiences of exploitation also emerge.

Formal safeguards for statements and protection are arranged.

KEY INSIGHT

Rescue is not the end:
a survivor's safety and
dignity come first.

Source - Chapter 44 - printed p. 319

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
at https://www.videha.co.in/ & https://videha-ejournal.github.io/videha/

VIDEHA - NOVEL - 55/81



VIDEHA - THE CITY'S OTHER FACE - A NOVEL IN ENGLISH

CHAPTER 45 - PART 04

Wounds as Witnesses

Poonam determines the pace of recounting her experience.

Allegations concern false placements, withheld wages and
identity documents.

Restrictions on movement become part of the inquiry.

Support workers attend to physical and emotional wellbeing,.

KEY INSIGHT

Testimony must
preserve the survivor's
agency rather than
erase it.

Source - Chapter 45 - printed p. 326
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CHAPTER 46 - PART 04

A Dishonest Offer

Following Poonam's account, Naina faces pressure to
compromise.

Refusing a dishonest offer carries continuing financial and
personal costs.

Chandan and Naresh's relatives provide information useful to
the case.

Naina maintains her commitment to a verifiable account.

KEY INSIGHT

Rejecting coercion
carries a daily, rather
than merely

symbolic, price.

Source - Chapter 46 - printed p. 333
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CHAPTER 47 - PART 04

Manoj’s Arrest

I Sujata checks Manoj's role against vehicle-related evidence.

I Notices, missed appearances and other facts are recorded.
I Manoj is arrested under the applicable procedures.

I Investigators must still test the evidence after the arrest.

KEY INSIGHT

Arrest is a procedural
step, not a final

finding of guilt.

Source - Chapter 47 - printed p. 339
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CHAPTER 48 - PART 04

Before the Magistrate

Kiran prepares a distinction between her signatures and oral
orders.

Formal statements before a magistrate become part of the
process.

Poonam's protection and medical care continue.

Sujata separates corroborated facts from reported rumours.

KEY INSIGHT

Justice requires
reliable testimony
alongside individual
safety.

Source - Chapter 48 - printed p. 346
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PART 04 - CRITICAL SYNTHESIS

The Price Of Truth: central threads

Testimony is cross-checked with vehicle, bank and transport
records.

Consent, medical attention and survivor safety become central
to the inquiry.

A dishonest settlement offer reveals continuing pressure.

An arrest is treated as one stage of justice, not a verdict.

KEY INSIGHT

Evidence-based
investigation and
survivor-centred care
must advance together.

Source - Chapters 37-48 - integrated reading
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PART 05 - CHAPTERS 49-60

The difficult life that follows an arrest

Ratan’s arrest and the office closure leave unpaid workers and
applicants behind.

Vibha, Chandan and Dinesh face the consequences of earlier
choices.

Abhay's reporting and Naina's employment initiative highlight
public ethics.

Marriage, court proceedings, exams and the struggle for a
livelihood continue.

KEY INSIGHT

Survivors must
rebuild ordinary lives
beyond the criminal

case€.

Source - The Survivors - chapters 49-60
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CHAPTER 49 - PART 05

Ratan’s Arrest

Bank records and other papers lead to Ratan's arrest.

The investigation reaches a publicly prominent businessman.

Employees worry about outstanding wages and the future of
the office.

Applicants still seek repayment of money they deposited.

KEY INSIGHT

Arresting a powerful
suspect does not
automatically
compensate victims.

Source - Chapter 49 - printed p. 355
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CHAPTER 50 - PART 05

The Truth of the Murder

Sujata separately examines the file on Naresh's killing.

Telephone contacts, vehicle access and medical findings are
compared.

The inquiry tests opportunity, conduct and evidence together.

Payment records and dispatch dates help establish chronology.

KEY INSIGHT

The truth of a death
cannot be reduced to
a convenient
accusation.

Source - Chapter 50 - printed p. 362

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
at https://www.videha.co.in/ & https://videha-ejournal.github.io/videha/

VIDEHA - NOVEL - 63/81



VIDEHA - THE CITY'S OTHER FACE - A NOVEL IN ENGLISH

CHAPTER 51 - PART 05

The Closed Office

The gates of Nai Disha Employment Centre are locked.

Employees seek unpaid wages and applicants demand deposits
back.

Rent, equipment and records raise new legal questions.

Naina and Chandan again face the task of finding honest work.

KEY INSIGHT

Closing an
institution does not
close the lives of those
it employed.

Source - Chapter 51 - printed p. 369
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CHAPTER 52 - PART 05

Vibha’s New Life

KEY INSIGHT
Vibha begins rebuilding her life outside her former marriage.
Reconstruction after
I Bank correspondence, training and family support become separation isa
Important. substantive narrative
of agency.
I Ordinary errands acquire the significance of independence.
I Memory remains, but practical possibilities begin to return.
Source - Chapter 52 - printed p. 376 VIDEHA - NOVEL - 65/81
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CHAPTER 53 - PART 05

Dinesh’s Admission

I Dinesh reflects on past allegations, threats and personal sorrow.

I Sujata asks which statements can be independently supported.
I Abhay refuses to sensationalise private conflict.

I Dinesh moves towards acknowledging his own errors.

KEY INSIGHT

Pain does not justify
misconduct;

accountability begins
with admission.

Source - Chapter 53 - printed p. 384
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CHAPTER 54 - PART 05

The Ethics of Reporting

I Abhay faces both editorial pressure and the need for accuracy.
I His newsroom emphasises corrections and reliable dates.

I Poonam's privacy and dignity guide reporting decisions.

I Useful information about workers' rights accompanies the news.

KEY INSIGHT

Ethical journalism
requires restraint as
well as publication.

Source - Chapter 54 - printed p. 391
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CHAPTER 55 - PART 05

Chandan’s Mistake

He organises dates, messages and the sources of payments.

He prepares an accurate factual account for the police.

He looks for lawful earnings to support the household.

Chandan re-examines his warehouse role and earlier choices.

KEY INSIGHT

Moral repairisa
practice of truthful
everyday conduct.

Source - Chapter 55 - printed p. 398
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CHAPTER 56 - PART 05

A New Effort to Find Work

Naina puts her experience to use in a new employment-help
effort.

Savita, Kusum and others assist with verified information.

Workers seek guidance on wages, training and applications.

The centre refuses to guarantee jobs it cannot deliver.

KEY INSIGHT

Trustworthy
assistance begins with
verification, not false
promises.

Source - Chapter 56 - printed p. 405
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CHAPTER 57 - PART 05

Opposition to the Marriage

Relatives raise questions of convention and social standing.

Naina explains her choice without closing off dialogue.

Saraswati Devi gradually recognises the need to listen.

Naina and Abhay consider marriage amid family opposition.

KEY INSIGHT

A chosen relationship
needs autonomy and
patient conversation.

Source - Chapter 57 - printed p. 412
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CHAPTER 58 - PART 05

The Court Hearing

Court proceedings continue through evidence, documents and
statements.

Families measure hope against the slow pace of legal process.

A single hearing cannot settle every disputed fact.

The outcome remains larger than one courtroom scene.

KEY INSIGHT

Judicial time resists
the neat endings of
popular fiction.

Source - Chapter 58 - printed p. 419
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CHAPTER 59 - PART 05

In the Job Queue Once More

Navgarh bus stand fills again with job and examination
applicants.

Claims about leaked papers again require verification.

Naina's initiative offers caution and practical guidance.

Munni and Savita confront uncertainty, rumours and results.

KEY INSIGHT

The opening queue
returns, but its

meaning has
changed.

Source - Chapter 59 - printed p. 427
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CHAPTER 60 - PART 05

Life Goes On

In spring, Naina, Saraswati Devi and Chandan reorganise daily
life.

Poonam continues recovering; her experience cannot simply be
erased.

Naina's employment-help centre becomes a regular public
resource.

The city retains both glittering opportunities and insecure lives.

KEY INSIGHT

The novel closes on
continuing effort
rather than a final
cure.

Source - Chapter €0 - printed p. 434
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PART 05 - CRITICAL SYNTHESIS

The Survivors: central threads

Poonam'’s recovery, safety and the rights of other workers remain
long-term concerns.

Naina’s centre supplies verified information rather than
guarantees of work.

The final queue of applicants echoes the first chapter with
altered meaning.

Abhay advocates corrections, restraint and protection of privacy.

KEY INSIGHT

Recognising the city’s
other face is only the
start of changing it.

Source - Chapters 49-60 - integrated reading
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SOCIAL REALISM - EMPLOYMENT

The queue, the exam and the job market

Postponed examinations, low pay and unwritten terms shape
young people’s choices.

Up-front placement fees convert financial need into a risk of
further loss.

The first and fifty-ninth chapters return to the image of the
applicant queue.

Naina’s help centre relies on verified information, not promises
of appointment.

KEY INSIGHT

The novel treats
unemployment as a
systemic condition, not
a personal defect.

Source - complete novel - analytical reading, chapters 1-60
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WOMEN - AGENCY AND DIGNITY

Naina, Poonam, Kiran and Vibha

Naina persists through family pressure, document disputes and
threats.

Poonam'’s safety, consent, recovery and testimony are treated as
distinct needs.

Kiran's admissions and Vibha's decisions question responsibility
within relationships.

Saraswati and Madhavi connect paid work, care and household
survival.

KEY INSIGHT

Women are more
than victims: each
makes consequential
decisions.

Source - complete novel - analytical reading, chapters 1-60
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EVIDENCE - POLICE - PRESS

Claims, records and independent checks

After Naresh's audit, Sujata compares bank, vehicle, warehouse
and witness records.

Abhay distinguishes verified facts from allegation and protects
Poonam's privacy.

Arrest and court hearings never become substitutes for proof of
guilt.

Naina preserves dates, receipts, applications and contact details.

KEY INSIGHT

The novel makes
verification more
important than
rumour.

Source - complete novel - analytical reading, chapters 1-60
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POLICY - INFORMAL ECONOMIES

Prohibition, clandestine liquor and labour

Illicit liguor re-emerges, renewing financial and domestic
insecurity.

Chandan’s warehouse role links fragile income with unclear
consignments.

Policies and informal markets are measured by what happens
within homes.

Madhavi recalls the initial relief prohibition brought her family.

KEY INSIGHT

Public policy must be
judged by lived
effects, not
announcements.

Source - complete novel - analytical reading, chapters 1-60
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NARRATIVE DESIGN - FIVE PARTS

Linear time and converging storylines

Sixty chapters form five parts, with a mainly chronological realist
structure.

Naina’s office work and Chandan'’s warehouse experience
gradually converge.

Receipts, phones, files, vehicles and household accounts recur as
meaningful objects.

The closing job queue returns to the opening scene from a
changed perspective.

KEY INSIGHT

The realist form
builds force through
cumulative detail and
consequence.

Source - complete novel - analytical reading, chapters 1-60

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
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JUSTICE - WHAT REMAINS

Beyond arrest: the unfinished work of recovery

I Legal proceedings continue even after prominent suspects have S
been arrested. i i
The conclusion resists
I Poonam and other affected workers need lasting care, safety a simple claim that
and livelihoods. every injury has been
: : . . repaired.
I Naina converts hard-earned knowledge into a practical public 5
service.
I Bright job advertisements and insecure labour remain two sides

of the same city.
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CONCLUSION - THE CITY'S OTHER FACE

Two faces of the same city

Bright advertisements for employment coexist with the insecurity
of real workers.

Naina and Poonam move through fear, evidence, solidarity and the
work of rebuilding.

Investigation, justice and public trust remain ongoing rather than
Instantaneous.

The applicant queue returns, but experience has changed how it
IS seen.

KEY INSIGHT

Life goes on; the city
must learn to
recognise those it has
failed to see.

Source - complete novel - chapter 60 and concluding themes

(C) Gajendra Thakur, Editor, Videha, First Maithili Fortnightly eJournal
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